274                    [MAY 18,

succession tax, would cease to operate. Mr* Sheri-
dan then stated, that the principles of the two bills
was the same, but the one already passed was much
more dangerous. The different effects of these two
bills, he considered as preposterous j if a man dies
worth 50,000/.. and leaves landed estates to that
amount to his heir, government by one bill receives
no benefit: but if such a personal property be left,
by virtue of the other bill, it is authorised to seize
upon part of the produce. If a merchant dies, a
certain duty is to be paid to government, on the cal-
culation of all his commercial concerns, speculations,
and debts, and a balance struck upon the whole,
before a division of his property could be made; a
period of five or six years frequently took place be-
fore his affairs could be settled, and in the mean
time, the executor would be debarred from paying
off the amount of the legacies till the quantum of the
government demand by this tax was ascertained ;
and to whom, Mr. Sheridan asked, was all this to
be submitted ? To certain subordinate officers ap-
pointed by the commissioners of the stamp duties
throughout every county in Great Britain; he sup-
posed there most be 20,000 such officers to carry
this into effect, Mr. Sheridan here stated a case,
that a man leaves an. extensive trade to his son, re-
serving one-tenth part of it to a natural son ; he ap-
prehended that by this act the officer would be
bound to know that the executor really pays the
tenth part of the profit of the trade; and how, he
asked, was it possible for him to know this without
an inspection of his books and affairs? An evil
would unavoidably grow out of this, not only of pub-
lishing to the world what the deceased might wish
to have concealed,, but also it would go to the extent
of appointing, not Wards of Chancery, but of the
Treasury, on behalf of such son. Let the right ho-
Jiorable gentleman, he added, farther consider the
delicacy of a man's credit engaged in large com-
mercial concerns : many of the largest capital and